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Monkeys in Hong Kong

Rhesus Macaques 

(Macaca mulatta)

Hybrid with long-

tailed macaque 

(M. fascicularis)  



Distribution



Problems

• Most macaques in Hong Kong 
are habituated to human 
feeding;

• Utilize human food sources;

• Snatch food or plastic bags from 
visitors;

• Stray into nearby residential 
areas for searching of easy food;

• Overpopulation (high 
population growth rate of 6-12% 
per year in early 1990s).



Feeding ban – Wild Animals Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170)
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August 2024



Contraceptive/Sterilisation Programme

Capture
by trap

Endoscopic 
sterilisation

Veterinary
treatments

Habituated Feeding 
& population survey



Specialised Teams for Handling Monkey Nuisance

Patrols
Chase away & 

Capture

DemonstrationsTraps



Public education

Guided tours & 
education booth

Advertisements

School talks
Social Media, 
animation, etc
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Monkey Nuisance Reports 

Contraceptive 
Programme
(since 2007)

Specialised
Teams 

(since 2006)

Feeding
Ban

(since 1999)

Public Education 
Programme
(since 2018)



Do’s & Don’ts when Encountering Monkeys


