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Ebola disease









Prevention & Control
• Avoid contact with fruit bats or primates and 

the consumption of bushmeat

• Safe and dignified burial of the deceased

• Ensure proper PPE for health workers

• Patients should be isolated in a designated 
treatment center for early care and to avoid 
transmission at home

• Identify and quarantine of people who have 
been in contact with infected persons for 21 
days



Previous Ebola disease outbreaks 
• First occurred in 1976 – 2 simultaneous outbreaks in 

Africa

• Outbreak near Ebola River in  DRC

• Largest outbreak recorded in West Africa 2014 – 2016 : 
11,325 fatalities

• Last Ebola disease outbreak in DRC in 2025:
4 September 2025 – 1 December 2025
64 cases (53 confirmed, 11 probable), 45 deaths (CFR 70%)
Affected six health areas in Bulape Health Zone, Kasai 

Province
• Last BVD outbreak in 2012:
17 August 2012 – 26 November 2012
59 cases (38 confirmed, 21 probable), 34 deaths (CFR 58%)
Affected Province Orientale of DRC







Latest Situation as of 24 May 2026









WHO’s Risk Assessment



Ebola Virus Disease in Hong Kong SAR

• Viral haemorrhagic fever including Ebola virus disease is a statutory 
notifiable disease since July 2008

• Suspected or confirmed cases must be reported to the Centre for Health 
Protection for investigation

• No confirmed Ebola disease case in Hong Kong
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Enhanced surveillance for early case detection







Summary

• The immediate health impact of Ebola disease on the public health in 
Hong Kong is currently low

• Relevant departments are fully prepared, comprehensive prevention 
and control measures with established protocols will effectively 
prevent the spread of the virus in Hong Kong

• Continue to closely monitor the development of the Ebola disease 
outbreak, and adjust the prevention and control strategies as 
necessary



Hantavirus infection



• Hantaviruses are zoonotic viruses that naturally infect rodents and are occasionally 
transmitted to humans.

• In the Americas, infection has been known to lead to hantavirus cardiopulmonary 
syndrome (HCPS), a rapidly progressive condition affecting the lungs and heart

• In Europe and Asia hantaviruses have been known to cause haemorrhagic fever with 
renal syndrome (HFRS), which primarily affects the kidneys and blood vessels.

Hantavirus



Viral Family and Classification
• Each hantavirus is typically associated with a specific rodent 

reservoir species, and they have a narrow host specificity.

• Although many hantavirus species have been identified 
worldwide, only a limited number are known to cause human 
disease.

• Hantaviruses present in North, Central and South America are 
known to cause HCPS. The Andes virus is part of this family and 
is known to cause limited human-to-human transmission 
among close and prolonged contacts, primarily in Argentina and 
Chile.

• Hantaviruses found in Europe and Asia are known to cause 
haemorrhagic fever with HFRS. Human-to-human transmission 
has not been documented in this part of the world.



Map of Old World and New World hantavirus genotypes





Transmission
• Transmission through

• Contact with contaminated urine, droppings or saliva of infected rodents

• Rodent bites (less common)

• Activities that involve contact with rodents will increase exposure risk

• To date, human-to-human transmission has been documented only for 
Andes virus in the Americas and remains uncommon. 

• When it occurs, transmission between people has been associated with 
close and prolonged contact, particularly among household members and 
appears most likely during the early phase of illness, when the virus is 
more transmissible.



Clinical Features
• Symptoms may start to develop around 1 to 8 weeks after exposure.

• In HFRS, initial symptoms begin suddenly and include intense headache, back and 
abdominal pain, fever, chills, nausea, and blurred vision. 

• In HCPS, early symptoms include fatigue, fever and muscle ache. The disease may 
progress rapidly to cough, shortness of breath, pulmonary oedema and shock. High 
case fatality rate of up to 40%.

HCPS: Fatigue, 
Fever and muscle ache 

HCPS: cough, SOB, 
Pulmonary oedema

HFRS: abdominal pain, 
fever, nausea



Global Epidemiology - Europe

• Latest data shows that, for 2023, 28 EU/EEA countries reported 1 885 cases of hantavirus 
infection (0.4 cases per 100 000 population). 

• This marked the lowest rate recorded over the latest 5-year period. During this time, the 
overall notification rate fluctuated between 0.4 and 1.1 cases per 100 000 population. 

• Two countries (Finland and Germany) accounted for 60.5% of all reported cases.

• Puumala virus (PUUV) was the most commonly identified pathogen, accounting for 1 132 
(95.6%) of 1 184 cases with available information on the causative agent. Hantaan virus 
was identified in 32 cases and Dobrava (DOBV) in 20 cases. 

• Both PUUV and DOBV are known to cause Haemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome.



Global Epidemiology - Europe



Global Epidemiology - Americas
• In the Americas, hantavirus infection cases are much rarer, with hundreds of cases 

reported each year across the continent.

• In 2025 as of epidemiological week 47, 8 countries in the Americas Region have reported 
confirmed cases of HCPS, with an aggregated total of 229 cases and 59 deaths, 
corresponding to a regional case fatality rate of 25.7%. 

• The Region has a history where human-to-human transmission is suggested, mainly 
associated with the Andes virus. These events, described in previous outbreaks in 
Argentina (1996 and 2018) and Chile (1997, 2004, and 2014), have occurred in contexts of 
close and prolonged exposure



Global Epidemiology - Americas



Global Epidemiology - China
• 7 sero/genotypes of hantaviruses have been identified in China. Of these, only Hantaan

virus (HTNV) and Seoul virus (SEOV) can cause Haemorrhagic fever with renal 
syndrome

• In 2007, inactivated vaccines against HNTV and SEOV were included in the national 
expanding immunization program in China

• After decades of implementing comprehensive prevention and control measures in 
China, the incidence of HFRS has decreased to a low level (<0.4/100,000)

• A total of 9 Provinces reported average annual incidence rates higher than the national 
average, including Shaanxi, Heilongjiang, Shandong, Liaoning, Hunan, Jilin, Jiangxi, 
Fujian, and Hubei.



Global Epidemiology - China



Hantavirus Disease in Hong Kong
• In Hong Kong, Hantavirus-positive rodents are widely distributed across the 

territory

• 40 sporadic cases were reported to the Department of Health from 1995 to 
June 2008

• Hantavirus infection has been made notifiable in Hong Kong since 14 July 2008 
and a total of fourteen cases (12 local cases, 1 imported case and 1 
undetermined case) were notified since then

• The last case recorded was in July 2024. Hong Kong has recorded no cases in 
2025 and this year as of May 21, 2026 (0–2 cases/year over the past five years)

• No case of Andes virus are recorded in Hong Kong



MV Hondius Hantavirus Outbreak 2026

Source WHO Technical Briefing 12 May 2026













Actions taken

• CHP have exchanged official communication with more 
than 30 IHR National Focal Points

• Confirm that no Hong Kong residents were present on the MV 
Hondius or classified as close contacts

• Provided information on rodent control to relevant parties
• Strengthen environmental hygiene monitoring at all 

boundary control points
• Issued press release, letter to doctors and hospitals, social 

media posts



Thank You
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